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Umited States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Szrvices
000 Airport Parkwiry
Cheyenme, Wyoming 32001

ES-h1411 Fehreary 22 2000
TARW.OLNWY  (GTNPWatr.sp2)

Memornndmm

To: Jack Meckels, Superintendent. Ornnd Tedon Mational Parks, bMoose, Wyaming S
Fromna: Field Supervisor, Ecelogical Services, Cheverne, Wyoming ;}M;’ :éﬁ_-
Subject: Species Ligl- Winter Use Plan, Dl Envisonmental Imipaci Statement

Thank you for your telephone raqeest of Febrsary 16 regarding a carrent species Tist for the

Winter Uze Plan and Draft Eovironmental [mpact Statement (DEIS) Tor the Yellowstone and

Grand Teton Mational Pasks and John 1. Rockefelles, . Memonal Farkway.

In sccordance with section T{(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended {Act), my

siaff has determined that the following threateped or endangered species, or species propesed for
listing umder the Act, may be present in the projecd arca

Listed and Propased Species

Species Status Eapected Oconrrence

Cnnnda Iynx Propaosed Resident of foregted sreas
{ymx carelensiv)

Ciray woll Experimentnl,  Potentiol resident
{Clraniy fgmas) min=e sseriial

Cirizzly bear Threatersd Residant.
{ Elrinis areios horrililiv)

Bald eagle Threstened Mesling. Winber resident
(Halleeerus feveocephualug) Mligment.

Whonping crime Euperimental,  Fesidem. higrnt,
(LR americang) noq-gaeentinl

Lie Ludics'-inesses Threstens:d Sensonally moist soils and we
(Spiramthers ailuvialing mieadows of drainages below G500

feet elevation,

Section Tichof the Act requirnes that a biological assessment be prepared for any Federal action
that 15 a meajor construction activily w determme the effiects of the proposed action on listed and
proposed speckes. 1 a bological assessmend is not requined (Le.. all other actions), the lead
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Mr. Jack Neckels o

Federal agency is responsible for review of proposed activities to determine whether listed
species will be affected. We would appreciate the opportunity to review any such determination
document. Ifit is determined that the proposed activities may affect a listed species, you should
contact this office to discuss consultation requirements. If it is determined that any Federal
agency program ot project "is likely to adversely affect" any listed species, formal consultation
should be initiated with this office. Alternatively, informal consultation can be continued so we
can work together to determine how the project could be modified to reduce impacts to listed
species to the “not likely to adversely affect” threshold. If it is concluded that the project "is not
likely to adversely affect" listed species, we should be asked to review the assessment and
concur with the determination of not likely to adversely affect.

For those actions where a biological assessment is necessary, it should be completed within 180
days of receipt of a species list, but can be extended by mutual agreement between the lead
agency and the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service). If the assessment is not initiated within 90
days of receipt of a species list, the list of threatened and endangered species should be verified
with me prior to initiation of the assessment. The biological assessment may be undertaken as
part of the agency's compliance of section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), and incorporated into the NEPA documents. The Service recommends that biological
assessments include:

1. a description of the project;

2. a description of the specific area potentially affected by the action;

3. the current status, habitat use, and behavior of threatened and endangered species in the
project area;

4, discussion of the methods used to determine the information in item 3;

5. direct and indirect impacts of the project to threatened and endangered species;

6. an analysis of the effects of the action on listed and proposed species and their habitats
including cumulative impacts from Federal, State, or private projects in the area;

7. measures that will reduce or eliminate adverse impacts to threatened and
endangered species;

8. the expected status of threatened and endangered species in the future (short and long
term) during and after project completion;

9. determination of "is likely to adversely affect" or "is not likely to adversely affect" for
listed species;

10. determination of "is likely to jeopardize" or "is not likely to jeopardize" for proposed
species;

11. alternatives to the proposed action considered, a summary of how impacts of those
alternatives on listed and proposed species would differ from the proposed action, and
the reasons for not selecting those alternatives.

12. citation of literature and personal contacts used in the assessment.

A Federal agency may designate a non-Federal representative to conduct informal consultation or
prepare biological assessments. However, the ultimate responsibility for section 7 compliance
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M Jack Meckels 3

remains with the Federal agency, ard writien notice: should ke provided 1o the Service upon such
o designation. We recommend that Federal sgencics provide their non-Federal representatives
with proper pubdance and oversight during preparstion of bioksgical ssessments and evaluation
of potential impacts to fisted species.

Section Wdy of the Act requares that the Federal agensy and permit ar license applicant shall ned
make any irreversible or rnetrievable commitment of resources which would preclude the
formulation of reasonable and posdent alsematives andl consultisfion on lested species is
commpleted.

Kegarding species proposed for Hating, Pederal agencies st determine whether any of their
proposed activities are likely to jecpandize the continued existence of the species. 1f jeopandy is
likely, thai ageney must confier with the Fish and Wikdlile Service.

We wall work with the bzad Federsl sgeney In the section 7 consuliation process. The analysis of
pivjecd impacts must assess divect mpacis of the project, as well as those impacts that are
interrelated to or interdependent with the proposed action. Impacts to listed species on poa-
Federal lands must be evaluated along with such impects on Federal landa. Any measures that
are ultimately requined 1o avoid or reduce fmpacts to lised species will apply 1o Federal as well
as nan-Federal ands.

These preliminary scoping comments are made parsuant o the Nattonal Environmental Policy
Act, the Endangered Species Act and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, Plesse keep this office
informed of any developments or decisions concerning this project.

I wou have any questions please contact Terry A, Root of my siaff af the letterhend adsdress o
phome (307 3RP-22 16

oo Direcior, WGFD, Cheverne, WY
Mongarne Coordinator, WGFD, Lander, WY
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